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In this lesson you will:  

 

 

 

 

Read the a dvertisements for printer s on the next page and then,  

with your  partner,  answer the questions. See who in your group/  

class can finish first .  

 

1 .  How many laser printers are advertised here? ____________________________________  

2 .  Is there a printer that operates by spraying ink droplets onto paper? _________________  

3 .  Which laser prin ter offers the highest resolution, or output quality? __________________  

4 .  Which printer is the most expensive? ___________________________________________  

5 .  Which one would you recommend to a friend who does not have much money? ________  

6 .  Which one has more in ternal fonts? ____________________________________________  

7 .  A printer language is software that tells printers how to print a document.  Can you find 

two types of laser printer languages?  __________________________________________  

8 .  What connectivity features  are offered by the Turbo Laser Writer QR?  _______________  

9 .  A very common feature in advertisements is the use of abbreviations.  Find the 

abbreviations for these expressions: dots per inch, characters per second, pages per 

minute, small computer system int erface , and liquid -crystal display.  __________________  

 

¶ find the main idea of the text through the use of skimming 

technique s 

¶ find specific information from the text through the use of scanning 

techniques  

 

Introduction  

Web pages, textbooks, manuals, 

magazines, newspapers, and mail 

are just a f ew of the things that 

people read every day. Effective 

and efficient readers learn to use 

many styles of reading for 

different purposes.  

There are different styles of reading for different 

situations. The technique you choose will depend on 

the purpose for reading. For example, you might be 

reading for enjoyment, information, or to complete a 

task. If you are exploring or reviewing, you might 

skim  a document. If you're searching for information, 

you might scan  for a particular word. You need to 

adjust your reading speed and technique depending 

on your purpose . 
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This exercise practices scanning  --  that means reading very  fast to find specific  information.  

 

Scanning  refers to reading  a text  quickly 

in order to  locate specific pieces  of 

information .    When sc anning you don't start from the beginning 

and read to the end.   Instead, what you do is jump around in the 

text, trying to fi nd the information you need.   When you scan, you 

canôt read every word.  You have to skip many words  and look 

for information as quickly as you can .  

What is scanning?  
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You can s can:  

¶ A table of contents in a book or magazine  

¶ An index in a textbook  

¶ A timetable  

¶ The ads in a newspaper  

¶ A list of movies in the newspaper  

¶ A telephone book  

¶ The page of a dictionary  

¶ A passage /text/article  to quickly find the information 

mentioned in the question.  

 

In this lesson, you will practice scanning. Donôt try to read 

every word . Scan to find specific information  for the answer to the questions. Work fast.  

 

Scan the computer advertisement  below to find the answers to these 

questions. Work fast!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You usually donôt scan: 

¶ A mystery story  

¶ A textbook for an important course  

¶ A map for finding your way home  

¶ A question on a test  

Practice - 1:  

Many students try to read every word in a passage, so they read very slowly.  Scanning 

can help you improve your reading  skills .  Practice with scanning helps you learn how 

to skip over words. You can learn to read faster and understand better.  


