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In this lesson you will:  

 

 

 

 

 

Types of Discourse Markers  Examples  What they tell the reader  

Sequence  first, then, next, finally ,..  The writer is arranging ideas in 

order  in which they happen . 

 

Addition  and, also, in addition, 

besides,..  

The writer is continuing with 

the same idea and going to 

provide additional information . 

Cause and effect  because, thus, therefore,..  The writer will show a 

connection between two or 

more things, how one thing 

causes  anothe r, or how 

something happens  as a result 

of something.  

Comparison  like, similarly,..  The writer will show how the 

previous idea is similar to what 

follows . 

 

 

¶ identify different types of discourse markers in a reading selection  

¶ understand how words, phrases or sentences are related together  

Introduction:  

If you get in the habit of 

recognizing discourse markers, 

you will see that they often 

guide you through a paragraph, 

helping you to read it more 

easily.  

 

Discourse markers , also called transitions ,  are 

linking words or phrases used to lead the reader 

from one idea to another . Discourse markers can be 

used to alert you to what will come next in the 

paragraph. If you see the phrase ófor instanceô at the 

beginning of a sentence, then you know that an 

example will follow. When you see a phrase óon the 

othe r hand,ô you can predict that a different, opposing 

idea will follow.  

Common Discourse Markers  
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Types of Discourse Markers  Examples  What they tell the reader  

Contrast  but, on the other hand, 

however,..  

The writer is switching to a 

different idea, opposite, or 

contrasting idea  than 

previously discussed.  

Example  for example, for instance, 

such asé 

 

An example  will follow.  

Emphasis  In fact, as a matter of fact  The writer wants to put more 

emphasis on what is already 

mentioned.  

Restatement  or, in other words, that is, 

é. 

The writer will repeat what has 

been said in a new way .  

 

Generalization  basically, generally, in 

general, é  

The writer will signal a 

statement which says that 

something is true in most 

situations or for most people .  

Conclusion  in conclusion, to sum up  The writer will draw his or her 

ideas together  

 

 

 The writer is arranging ideas in order in which they happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples:  

¶ There are five steps  in opening a computer.  First , shut down 

your computer by choosing Shut Down from the Apple menu 

or the Special menu. Then , unplug all the cables except the power cord from your 

computer. Next , if there are security screws on the vertical plate on the back  of the 

computer, remove them with a Phillips screwdriver. After that , release the two catches 

underneath and lift up to remove panel. Finally , pull gently and slide the tray out.  

 

¶ First/Firstly/ First of all,  

¶ Second/Secondly,  

¶ Third/Thirdly,  

¶ Forth /Fourthly,  

¶ Then, Next, Afterwards, After that, Finally/Eventually , 

Markers of S equence:  
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¶ If you need  to fax  a document from your Microsoft Word program , these instructions can 

help you. First ly , create  the document that you want to fax. Second ly , from the File 

menu, select Print. The Print window opens. Third ,  instead of printing 

to your default printer, look for an option that allows you to Print to 

Fax. Sel ect this option and click Print.  Fourthly ,  you will be asked to 

provide the recipient's fax number and other assorted information as 

with a fax program. Finally , the fax message compiles, the modem 

dials. If the connection is made with the other modem, the fax will be sent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study these instructions for replacing the motherboard in a PC.  Match the 

instructions to each picture which in the correct order. Then, write the instructions in the 

correct order, using markers of sequence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

In texts about computing, markers of sequence are usually used for describing a process or 

giving instructions.  

a.  Add the processor  

b.  Fit the new motherboard  

c.  Remove the old mother board.  

d.  Pull it back together.  

e.  Add the memory. Donôt touch 

the contacts.  

Source: Basic English for Computing  

Practice - 1 :  

How to give simple instructions in English  

Click  óYesô or óNoô for checking another disk.  Donôt exit the program until the check is 

       complete.   

We can show the order of instructions by numbering them (1,2,3, etc.) or by using 

sequence words like these:  First ,éThen ,.. Next ,. . .After that ,éFinally ,...  
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_____________________________ ______________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

Rearrange the steps of how to play iPhone audio through your Bluetooth 

headset in a correct order. Then, write the instructions, using appropriate 

markers of sequence.  

_____ (a)  Start playing a song and revel in the Bluetooth  

  music  goodness! (oh, but also remember that  

  those  around you will also have to hear your  

  music, so just keep that in mind and be polite. OK?)  

_____ (b)  Choose your headset in the subsequent audio  

  selection dialog.  

_____ (c)  Get to your homescreen and hit the i Pod i con.  

_____ (d)  Go to your Visual Voicemail and hit the ñAudioò  

  button (when the iPhone is not paired with a headset, this button will say  

  ñSpeakerò 

_____ (e)  Pair your Bluetooth headset with your iPhone.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________ _____________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________ ________________  

 

The writer is continuing with the same idea and going to provide 

additional information.  The usage of these words is much more 

elegant that just making a list or using the conjunction óand.ô 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and    also     moreover    besides  

in addition    additionally    furthermore    as well as

   

Practice - 2 :  

Markers  of A ddition:   
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Examples:   

¶ An i nk - jet printer is quite fast and silent and  it is not so 

expensive as a laser printer.  

¶ Imagesetters produce very high -solution output (up to 3,540 

dpi) on paper or microfilm. In addition , they are extremely 

fast.  

¶ Magnification programs can enlarge text appearing on the screen by up to 16 times. 

Besides,  they are now being developed with var ious levels of speech output 

capabilities, and work with all applications, including the Internet.  

 

The writer will show a connection between two or more 

things, how one thing causes  another, or how something 

happens as a result of something.   

 

Before we look at some of the ways of expressing cause and effect, note carefully this 

important distinction.  

 

¶ We can mention the cause before the effect  

 

Because  our company has a LAN, we can share the use of printer with our colleagues.  

 

¶ We can mention the effect before the cause.  

 

We can s hare the use of files  with our colleagues because  our company has a LAN.   

 

 

There are many different ways of expressing cause and effect.  

 

Discourse markers of cause :   

 

 

 

 
 

Examples:  

¶ Because  off - the -shelf programs do not always fit a computerôs needs, software often 

has to be specially developed. (effect ă cause)  

 

¶ Teachers must rethink their roles as  computer technology is creating a revolution in the 

classroom. (effect ă cause)  

because   since    as    now that   

because of   due to    owing  to   as a result of    

(Cause)  (Effect )  

Markers of Cause and E ffect:   

Cause  Effect  

Cause  Effect  
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¶ Early compute rs developed quickly as a result of  their use in military applications.  

(effect  ă cause)   

 

Discourse markers of effect :  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Examples:  

¶ Computers can remove many of the routine and boring 

tasks. Therefore , we have more time for interesting, 

creative work. (cause Ą effect)  

 

¶ Carpel tunnel syndrome is a serious medical condition.  For 

this reason,  computer users should be careful of their 

pos ture and take frequent breaks. (cause Ą effect)  

 

¶ When using an online database service, you must pay for the time you use.  

Consequently,  you should have a good idea of what you want before you log on. 

(cause Ą effect)  

 

 Read the following sentences and underline the part which expresses the 

cause.  

1 .  Because modem can be used for inter -computer communication, many people can now do 

their office work on their computer at home and transfer the files to a computer at the 

office.  

2 .   Many people do not explore new software because they are comfortable with w hat they 

already have.  

3 .  Robots malfunction due to mistakes in the programming or the design.   

4 .  Laser printers can be quite expensive and are therefore often shared through networks.  

5 .  Voice - recognition systems are becoming more sophisticated. Thus, keyboards m ay be 

unnecessary in the future.  

 

Read the following sentences and underline that part which expresses the 

effect.  

1 .  Because there are different types of printers, you must analyze  your needs before making 

a purchase.  

2 .  Since anyone can consult your files on a computer, it is a good idea to protect sensitive 

files with a password.  

so    therefo re    as a result   consequently   

thus        for this reason   because of this  hence   

Pratice - 3:  

Pratice - 4 :  
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3 .  Fax boards are available to plug into your computer, so you do not have to buy a fax 

machine.  

4 .  Computers have been reduced in both size and cost as a result of advances in design and 

technology.  

5 .  Global communication and computer networks will become more and more a part of a 

professional and personal lies as the price of microcomputers and network access drops.  

 

 

Read the following sentences and circle the  markers showing a ca use-effect 

relationship and underline the part of the sentence that expresses the cause.  

 

1 .  By 1980, IBM decided there was a market for 250,000 PCs, so they set up a special team 

to develop the first IBM PC.  

2 .  Now that data transfer has  competition for bus usage, there may be times when the 

processor needs the bus and must wait for the DMA 

module.  

3 .  Artificial worlds are being b uilt up in a computer 

memory; therefore,  people can walk at will, look 

around, and even touch objects.  

4 .  Robots are better at this task since they are faster and 

cheaper than humans and they can work in a place 

where humans cannot.   

5 .  A modem is a device which serves a dual  purpose because it acts as a MO dulator and 

DEModulator.  

 

 The writer  will show how the previous idea is similar to what 

follows.  

 

 

 

Example s:  

¶ A biological virus is a very small, simple organism that infects living cells by attaching 

itself to them and using them to reproduce itself. Similarly,  a computer virus is a very 

small program routine that infects a computer system and uses its resources to 

reproduce itself.  

¶ Like  a virus in the human body, a computer virus can do a lot of damage.  

 

 

similarly   in the same way   similar to     like  

   

 

Pratice - 5 :  

Markers of comparison:  
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The writer is switching to a different idea, opposite, or contrasting 

idea than previously discussed.  

 

 

 

 

Examples:  

¶ Almost all desktop computers have hard disks.  They are fast and can store much 

greater amounts of data than floppies, but  they are fixed inside the computer and you 

cannot use them to transfer data.  

¶ Film used with a  conventional camera requires 

chemical processing, whereas  photos taken with a 

digital camera can be edited with the software that 

accompanies the camera.  

¶ PCs can process information in a millionth of a second. 

On the contrary,  supercomputers can process  data  in 

a billionth of a second.  

¶ Registers hold data immediately required. In contrast,  main memory stores data 

required in the near future.  

¶ Unlike  factory -sealed software , pirated versions may contain viruses.  

 

Now, make a comp arison of these features, using like , but, however, whereas , 

or on the contrary.  

 

 

         Features  Digital Camera  Conventional camera  

        Viewfinder            P          P 

        Film            O          P 
Transfer image directly to PC            P          O 

Can delete unsatisfactory images            P          O 

 

1 .  ________________________________________________________________________  

2 .  ________________________________________________________________________  

3 .  ________________________________________________________________________  

4 .  ________________________________________________________________________  

but   yet    however   nevertheless   nonetheless  

whereas  while    instead   unlike    in contrast  

on the contrary    on the other hand  although   

Markers of contrast:  

Pratice - 6 :  
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The writer uses this kind of marker to indicate that an example will 

follow.  

 

 

 

 

 
Examples:  

¶ Computers have made radical changes in preparing income tax returns.  For example,  

in some countries you can now send your income tax return on disk.  

  

¶ Students can make good use of computer technology 

at school.   For instance , essay writing can be done 

using a word -processing program.  

 

¶ Officer workers use m  any computer applications such 

as  word processing, spreadsheets, and database.  

 

The writer wants to put more emphasis on what is already 

mentioned.  

 

 

Example s:  

¶ To start with, it must be taken into account that printers 

vary in costs, speed, print quality and other factors such 

as noise or compatibility.  In fact,  printing technology is 

evolving so quickly that there is always a printer for every application or personal 

requirement.  

 

¶ Drawing programs produce pict ures drawn in PostScript directly. PostScript has support 

for sound, video and other formats: you can mix scanned images, specify half - tone 

screens and introduce any number of effects. In fact , the only barrier is your 

imagination.  

 

 

  The writer will repeat what has been said in a new way.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

or     in other words    that is to say    

that is  (i.e.)    to put in another way   

for example (e.g.)   for instance    like   such as       

especially    including    namely  

as a matter  of fact    in fact  

Markers of example :  

Markers of emphasis:   

Markers of restatement :  
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Examples:  

¶ Computers are multi -purpose tools. In other words, they can be used in a wide 

variety of situations and are found in a wide range of systems.  

¶ The 24 bits that your computer uses to describe each pixel can also be described as 

three bytes. To describe a million pixels takes three million bytes.  That is to  say , a 

hefty three megabytes of your computerôs memory is assigned to driving the screen.  

 

The writer will signal a statement which says that something 

is true in most situations or for most people.  

 

 

 

 
Examples:  

¶ Generally, 24 -bit color boards include extra memory and processors to speed up the 

display performance.  

¶ General speaking, I think software purchasers are getting what they want -  there are 

a lot of creative things being done with paint software, word processing, DTP systems 

and the like.  

¶ Basically, computer graphics help users to understand complex information quickly by 

pres enting it in a clear visual form.  

 

The writer uses markers of conclusions to  draw his or her ideas 

together.  

 

 

 

 
Example :  

¶ In short, a database manger helps you control the data you have at home, in t he 

library or in your business.  

¶ In brief,  user interfaces have so successful because they are extremely easy to use.   

                                                                                                                                      

Write a short paragraph  of at least 10 0 words predicting how 

developments in IT will affect our future lives  in one  of the  

follo wing areas -  education, business , or health. Give reasons for your 

predictions and include relevant examples from your own knowledge or 

experience. You should also try to use different kinds of discourse 

markers to link your ideas .  

basically   generally   in general   general speaking   

in short   in br ief   in summary   in conclusion   to sum up
   

Writing Assignment :  

Markers of generalization:  

Markers of conclusions:  


